
 

 
  

Experiencing Deauville, 
means walking along the Boardwalk with the sea for a garden, discovering its 
architecture which blends the extravagance of the Second Empire, the golden age 
of Anglo-Norman design and the striking buildings of the 1890s, an architecture 
which is explained, protected and valued, in a resort where everything is accessible 
on foot or by bicycle. It means playing golf in the heart of Normandy, setting sail on 
the Estuary which inspired Dufy, witnessing the unforgettable spectacle of a horse 
race or a polo match. It means attending a concert or a show at the Casino’s 
proscenium theatre, discovering the new talents of American cinema, attending a 
prize-giving for a young photographer or a writer, listening to a young soloist 
performing in public for the first time and encountering artists inspired by the light 
and atmosphere of the town. It means wandering round the market, discovering the 
cellar of a Calvados producer, tasting the excellent local specialties, enjoying 
wellness or simply doing nothing but daydreaming on the sandy beach.  
Experiencing Deauville also means switching off in order to recharge your batteries 
and contemplate the future, facing up to experience, creating new challenges, 
favouring encounters, human relationships and well-being. It means discovering a 
land with its own identity and constantly renewed creativity. 

 
Contact : Delphine Barré-Lerouxel & Sandrine Chardon – +33 (0)2 31 14 69 52/42 

d.barre@deauville.fr ; s.chardon@deauville.fr 
www.deauville.fr 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

An 
open-air 
museum 

 
Deauville, a seaside resort enriched by several 
cultures, offers a great variety of architectural 
styles. This diverse and, sometimes audacious, 
combination of styles illustrates Deauville’s unique 
creative identity. The town has always had a 
modern and open reputation, enabling experts to 
freely express their talent. Following their 
imagination, both established and unknown urban 
planners, landscapers, and architects designed 
the town. Some wonderful expressions of the 
genius of these artists can still be found in Deauville. 
Villas, manors and other extraordinary buildings 
are amazing and often represent real architectural 
masterpieces. These multiple landmarks have 
forged the personality of the town, which has a 
certain charm. These landmarks reign supreme 
everywhere in the resort and are found on every 
single corner.  
To preserve and promote these constructions that 
just need to be discovered, Deauville has been 
one of the pioneer French cities elaborating a 
“Zone de Protection du Patrimoine Architectural, 
Urbain et Paysager” (ZPPAUP - Architectural, Urban 
and Landscape Heritage Protection zone) in 2005. 
Since then, 555 buildings have been protected and 
promoted. In 2015, the “Aire de mise en valeur de 
l'architecture et du patrimoine” (AVAP - 
Architecture and Heritage Valorization Zones) 
succeeded to it, focusing on sustainable 
development and on a broader vision of the town. 
Here are some examples.  



 

 

VILLA STRASSBURGER  
 
The Villa Strassburger and its apple tree 
garden, jewels of Deauville heritage, were 
built in 1907. This villa, an icon of Norman 
regionalism style, belonged to the family of 
writer Gustave Flaubert and is currently 
considered a Historical Monument for its 
half-timbered facades, lozenge-patterned 
brickwork and multiple roofs.  
 

 
 

VILLA LE CERCLE  
 
The Villa Le Cercle, situated between the 
casino and the Royal Hotel, was built in 
1873. It is a Second Empire-style building for 
its extremely sober walls and decorations, 
but also for its brick facades adorned with 
carved stones, busts, niches and pilasters. 
At the time it was built, the villa was a 
meeting place for the owners of racing 
stables. 
 
 
 

THE POMPEIAN BATHS 
 
In Deauville, some distinctly modern Art Deco-
style superb structures are found. In 1924, a 
remarkable bathing facility called Bains 
pompéiens (Pompeian baths) was built along 
the Boardwalk. This establishment, including 
porticoes, passages, and baths, was designed 
by architect Charles Adda and was clearly 
modernist for the time. The relatively low-
ceilinged simple structures are made of 
plastered concrete and are covered with 
mosaics.  
 

 
 

VILLA LES ABEILLES  
 
This house was rented by André Citroën in the 
1930s. It was commissioned by dressmaker 
Irène Paquin who gave carte blanche to its 
architect Auguste Bluysen. The villa 
experienced great renown through the 
architectural magazines of that time (1910). Its 
Norman details (finials, flat tiles) are combined 
with Art Nouveau features such as curved 
timbering.  
  



 

 
 

THE LEGENDARY HOTELS 
 
The Normandy Hotel, with three courts looking out on the sea, the city, and the casino, was 
inaugurated in 1912. At the time, it was regarded as “the most beautiful hotel in the world” 
by columnists. It became the icon of Norman Regionalism style. Its apple tree garden was 
the cherry on top. Later its architect Théo Petit joined forces with Georges Wybo to design 
the Royal Hotel, a large facility that matched the success of the seaside resort. The interior 
design was conceived in Directoire-style - a model of absolute luxury and comfort. The Royal 
Hotel, built in ten months, was inaugurated in 1913 in the presence of many famous 
personalities. Countless stars have since stayed in these five-star hotels. 
 

 
 

CASINO 
 
The Casino, built in 1912, is a nightlife establishment for the resort, offering slot machines, 
table games, reception rooms and a nightclub. Inside, the proscenium theatre covered 
with toile de Jouy, based on the Opéra de Versailles, has been designed to offer high-
quality artistic program, extending the “Grande saison de Paris”. Several shows and 
concerts are organized here all year round.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

culture 
 

The town, often associated with the races, polo, or 
yearling sales, has been shining and attracting 
writers, painters, photographers and other artists 
since its foundation. Under the influence of women, 
Deauville makes light of codes and imposes a 
casual art of living that was different at that time 
and attracted the attention of any periodicals. 
Being partners or driving forces of this excitement, 
clothing designers, photographers and filmmakers, 
like the outdoor painters and the Impressionists, 
found in Deauville an inspiration influenced by the 
sea, the light, and the atmosphere of the town. The 
Boardwalk, the Casino, the racecourse and the 
Place de la Potinière, meeting place during the 
Golden Twenties, were the hotspots for social life, 
represented and described by paintings, 
caricatures, texts, and photos. This creative spirit 
today inspires Deauville to open a cultural policy, 
privileging discovery, sharing and learning.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Experiencing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Six cultural festivals every year  
Thirty years ago the summer season, with its racecourses near the beach and the casino, 
set the tempo of the economic life of Deauville. The creation of the American Film Festival 
in 1975 was the first step towards the extension of the season and the development of off-
season activities. This move represents Deauville’s first real territorial strategy to keep the 
town animated all year round.  
 

 
 

AMERICAN FIM  
FESTIVAL 
(SINCE 1975) 
 
Since its creation in 1975, 
the American Film Festival 
has been the essential 
event of the film back, with 
the presentation of more 
than 100 films, including an 
official competition 
dedicated to 
independent films. 
Tributes, documentaries, 
reviews, TV series, 24/24 
projections and master 
classes are spicing a 
constantly evolving 
festival, open to the 
public.  
 
 

 
 

EASTER FESTIVAL 
(SINCE 1996) AND  
MUSICAL AUGUST 
(SINCE 2001) 
 
In 1996, some young 
musicians that were still 
unknown by the general 
public - Renaud Capuçon, 
Jérôme Pernod, Jérôme 
Ducros, Nicholas Angelich, 
but also about fifty more 
soloists, came to Deauville 
to create a special 
chamber music festival, 
where several generations 
of musicians could share 
their passion, play 
together and create an 
“ideal orchestra” for a 
festival.  
After the success of the 
Easter Festival, the Musical 
August was created as the 
music lab, where young 
musicians could play for 
the first time in public the 
masterpieces of classical 
music, sponsored by 
musicians of previous 
generations.  

 
 

CULTURAL SEASON 
(SINCE 1997) 
 
Since its creation, the 
Cultural season has been 
committed to extend the 
town’s seasonal cultural 
activities from October to 
April. Around fifteen shows 
and concerts are 
proposed to Deauville 
inhabitants and visitors in 
fields as varied as dance, 
classical music, jazz, 
theatre, poetry and circus 
arts. All the arts intermingle 
to offer the opportunity to 
discover both famous and 
emerging artists.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 

BOOKS & MUSIC  
FESTIVAL  
(SINCE 2004) 
 
Livres & Musiques met à 
l’honneur les écrivains 
inspirés par la musique 
autour d’un thème 
différent chaque année. 
Ce sont avant tout des 
rencontres entre 
musiciens, écrivains et 
professionnels de la 
musique et de la 
littérature, avec un public 
de plus en plus nombreux 
chaque année. Entre 
improvisations et 
créations, soixante rendez-
vous, lectures, tables 
rondes, concerts, débats, 
y sont proposés 
gratuitement. 

 
 

PLANCHE(S)  
CONTACT,  
FESTIVAL OF 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
CREATIONS (SINCE 
2010) 
 
The Planche(s) contact 
Festival presents the works 
of photographers invited in 
residence in Deauville to 
match their photographic 
universe with the city. This 
festival, year after year, 
arouses and associates 
the crossed perspectives 
of renowned 
photographers, emerging 
photographers and young 
European talents.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All these perspectives, as 
different and varied as the 
photographic techniques 
implemented, represent 
colour or black-and-white 
landscapes or portraits, 
photo-reportages, 
narrations or fictions. Every 
year, they provide a 
renewed overview of what 
a city may be, expressing 
the diversity of its settings, 
of its emblematic or 
unknown areas, of its 
events and rhythms, of its 
inhabitants and visitors.  
The programme also 
includes a photographic 
contest open to 
everybody – the 
Mondaine 25th hour - and 
an Off festival. 
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The personalities associated with Deauville 
 

LITERATURE  
 

Gustave Flaubert came regularly to Deauville to his parents’ farm, 
situated on the site of the Villa Strassburger. Guillaume 

Apollinaire stayed in Deauville in 1914, where he made a 
series of reports for the magazine Comoedia. In Deauville he 
found the inspiration and subject of his poetry collection 
Calligrammes, and also composed a short story and an 
unfinished novel. In the same year, Sacha Guitry stayed at 
the Royal Hotel and later, in August 1952 and in July 1953, 
author Colette would stay there. Françoise Sagan, 

frightened by the unrest in Saint-Tropez during the 1960s, 
won enough money at the Casino of Deauville to buy the 

house of her dreams.  
 
 

PAINTING 
 

 Several generations of painters, inspired by the special light of 
Deauville, have been succeeding here since the foundation 

of the town. Eugène Boudin, precursor of Impressionism, had 
a house built in Deauville in 1884. Through his canvases 
Boudin conveyed the ephemerality of light, the sudden 
changes in colours, the texture of the clouds and the 
variability of the sea. Raoul Dufy (born in Le Havre and mad 
about colours) used his canvases to represent his optimistic 

vision of life. The worlds of horse racing and sailing inspired 
Dufy, who painted several canvases around this theme.  

Kees Van Dongen, iconic painter of the Golden Twenties and 
worldly Deauville, describes and represents personalities of the 
high society. Sem had a special place in the universe of 
caricature, experiencing its golden age between the two 
wars.  

 

FASHION 

 
Coco Chanel, who discovered Deauville through her 
boyfriend Boy Capel (a businessman owning polo stable), 
opened a boutique in Deauville in 1913. Chanel brought 
casual, practical, and beautiful lines of clothes to this 
boutique, embracing an androgynous fashion inspired by 
horse races, golf, tennis, beach and yachts. In 1924, Jean 
Patou, sportswear pioneer, also opened in Deauville 
Costumes de bain et plage, next to about twenty other 
luxury boutiques. In a similar vein, in 1976 the town 
celebrated the arrival of an exceptional citizen: Yves Saint-
Laurent. The fashion designer liked to unwind regularly at the 
Gabriel castle in Bénerville, far from society life. As a recognized patron and parish 
neighbour, in 1977 he partly financed the renovation of the Saint-Laurent church of 
Deauville.  

Eugène Boudin, Deauville, 
 Musée des Beaux-Arts de Reims 



 

CINEMA 
 

More than fifty films have been shot in Deauville. Cinema is 
intrinsically linked to the resort and vice versa, since the town 

was made popular by the legendary film directed Claude 
Lelouch, A man and a woman, winner of the Palme d’Or in 
Cannes in 1966. Since the creation of the American Film 
Festival, tribute was paid to several personalities of the 
world of cinema in Deauville. Their names are inscribed on 
the fences of the Boardwalk.  

And then... Rita Hayworth regularly stayed in Deauville with 
her husband, Prince Ali Khan. Jean Gabin has been living in 

Deauville from 1956 to 1974, making some of his films here. 
During the American Film Festival of 1999, Mickaël Douglas 
met his wife Catherine Zeta-Jones.  
 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY  
 
Since 1906 Jacques Henri Lartigue has been taking 
photographs of the events and the society life of Deauville.  
Starting in 1919 at the request of fashion designers the 
Séeberger brothers regularly visited Deauville in order to 
take pictures of women dressed by Paul Poiret, Jean 
Patou, Coco Chanel or Madeleine Vionnet at various 
elegant hotspots. Fashion photography has also attracted 
to the beach of Deauville, and to the architecture of its 
bathing cabins, Jean-Loup Sieff, Guy Bourdin, Peter 
Lindberg... In 1952, Robert Capa shot the horse races, the 
Bar du Soleil and the crazy Deauville nights. In 1963 Robert 
Doisneau made an advertising campaign for Kodak and took 
the opportunity to shoot horse races. Photographers from the 
Magnum agency came to Deauville on a number of occasions: 
Leonard Freed in 1964, Bruno Barbey in 1966, Sarah Moon in 1970 
and Henri Cartier-Bresson in 1973. It’s in 1980 that John Batho made his famous square-
format series of beach umbrellas on the beach of Deauville, printed on Fresson paper.  
 

DANCING 
 

In 1912, the opening night of Deuville’s Théâtre du casino was 
entrusted to Serge Diaguilev, manager of the Chaliapine and 

Ballets russes. On that night Nijinsky danced Le Spectre de 
la Rose. In summer 1914, Isadora Duncan fled to Deauville, 
where she stayed for some months and became a nurse 
for repatriated injured soldiers at the casino converted into 
a hospital. In 1948, nine evenings of choreography were 

entrusted to Roland Petit, who had just created his own 
company: Les Ballets de Paris. From 1949 to 1961, Les Ballets 

du Marquis de Cuévas performed every summer about a 
dozen times. Soloists Rosella Hihghtower, Georges Skibine and 
Serge Golovine reproduced the choreographies by Pépita, 
Fokine, Massine, Balanchine, Nijinski...During its last season in 
1961, Rudolf Noureev was appointed for the first time. 

Jean Patou aux courses, 1927 

© Séeberger 

Un homme une femme  - Films 13 

Vaslav Nijinsky rôle spectre 1911 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The beach of Deauville is 2 km of fine sand, 
cleaned every morning in summer. The beach of 
Deauville is a rich tableau whose colours are the 
stories of those who have frequented Deauville 
over the last 150 years and of its legendary places: 
the Boardwalk, the Bar du Soleil, the Pompeian 
baths. Its history is fashioned of symbols that have 
travelled the world: the beach umbrellas in their 
five colours, the names of the American actors on 
the beach cabins. It is the skied painted by Dufy 
and Boudin, the sketches of everyday life by James 
Rassiat, the photos taken by the Séeberger 
brothers, by Robert Capa and many others. It is 
sporting feats in the tennis club, records broken in 
the seawater Olympic swimming pool, offshore 
regattas, jogging sessions along the fitness trail of 
the forefront park, long and bracing horse-back 
rides along the water’s edge… The beach of 
Deauville is a large area that will forever be a play 
area for bathers, holidaymakers and sportsmen 
and women.  

Deauville 
born from 
the sand 

and the sea  



 

LES PLANCHES 
 

 
 
In Deauville, you must experience the sea with a walk along the famous Boardwalk. The first 
Boardwalk dates back to the end of the 19th century. Built perpendicularly to the sea, its 
aim was strictly practical: to offer a path to the beach and the sea without having to wade 
in not yet drained marshes. In 1921, Mayor Eugène Colas launched a contest to renew 
wooden beach cabins and 444 m of planks were built parallel to the sea. The project made 
by architect Charles Adda was reminiscent of the thermal baths of Pompeii and included 
a boardwalk made of azobé wood planks (an African wood considered rot-proof). This is 
how the current version of the Boardwalk was born back in 1923. Being a real hotspot for 
social life, the Boardwalk offers one of the most beautiful sceneries in the world. No one 
could resist it, especially not the tout-Paris of the Golden Twenties who walked its planks over 
and over: Joséphine Baker, Mistinguett, Sacha Guitry, André Citroën, Coco Chanel…  
Since 1975, with the creation of the American Film Festival, the names of the actors and 
directors invited to Deauville were inscribed on the cabin plaques. A French-style “Sunset 
Boulevard”! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PORTS 
 
Deauville, host to 1,250 moorings spread over two ports, is a prime stopover for many 
boaters. Built in 1866, the municipal port (Port Morny) served as the main facility; this port 
allowed the resort to develop sailing. The private port called Port-Deauville, built at the 
beginning of the 1970s and covering over 10 hectares, has a size advantage: it is accessible 
16 hours per day, whereas its elder brother’s lock gates are only open for five hours per day 
due to the tides.  
The various competitions organized in Deauville make the town an essential stopping point 
for sailing competitors. The Deauville Yacht club has been taking care of the strategic water 
area around Deauville for more than a century and through about fifteen regattas every 
year.  
Regional, national and international crews, such as the sailors of the Open international de 
France de Dragon, compete on the waves of the Seine Bay. Deauville has developed a 
rich yachting tradition, and the big names of sailing compete at the Solitaire du Figaro, 
which starts from the Morny pond every other year. The Deauville Yacht Club also has a 
sailing school offering training in sailing techniques.  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Passion 
 for 

horses 
 
The equestrian world has marked the history of 
Deauville since its foundation. In 1863, on the 
beach transformed in gallop track for the time of a 
tide, the very first equestrian race of Deauville 
started. After the marsh desiccation, the Deauville-
La Touques racecourse was built in 1864 before the 
church of Saint Augustin. Since then, the 
racecourse has contributed to building up the 
prestigious reputation of the city. The opening of 
the Deauville-Clairefontaine racecourse in 1928 
strengthened the already prestigious reputation of 
Deauville in the equestrian world. Today, Deauville 
stands out in the equestrian world for its two 
racecourses – it attracts world-class horses and 
jockeys making the Deauville airport the first 
French airport for horse transportation. In addition 
to the Elie-de-Brignac establishment, which hosts 
the famous yearling auctions, Deauville is also 
home to the Pôle International du Cheval, built in 
2010 and the final addition to the town’s equestrian 
facilities. Deauville uses these facilities to organize 
many different events: horse races both in summer 
and in winter, thoroughbred auctions, a world polo 
championship, then jumping, dressage, carriage 
and horse-ball competitions… Deauville 
legitimately acts as an international horse racing 
and equestrian sport showcase. 



 

HORSE RACES 
 
For a long time, horse races were only held 
in August. Today, horse races at both 
Deauville racecourses take place sixty 
days a year, distributed over seven months. 
The Deauville-La Touques racecourse, a 
thoroughbred showcase, is situated at the 
heart of Deauville. Opened in 1864, it is 
considered one of the best flat race 
racecourses in France. Its annual program 
including high-level sport races, especially 
during the summer meeting, and its training 
centre hosting 300 horses (600 in summer) 
attract the best horses and the most 
prestigious jockeys. It is the only racecourse 
that can host races in winter, having 
established in 2003 an “all seasons” track. 
This area, surrounded by a sand-fibre track, 
offers the opportunity to organize races in 
any weather conditions.  
 

 
 
The Deauville-Clairefontaine racecourse, 
with traditional Norman buildings, claims to 
be the only racecourse of the Norman 
Coast that hosts trotting, jumping and flat 
races exclusively on grass fields. It has some 
of the richest flower gardens in France. It is 
also a place of leisure where people can 
spend a day with their family. The 
racecourse agenda offers several activities 
for children, including spending time in the 
nursery, and different themes for each 
race day.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HORSE SALES 
 
The Élie-de-Brignac establishment hosted 
its first auction in 1892. It is today the first 
thoroughbred auction hall in France and 
the fourth in the world. Today, seven 
auctions are held during the year: three 
yearling sales (horses of about 18 months), 
including the prestigious Yearling sale in 
August, two training/“ready to run” horse 
sales, and two breeding/mixed sales. 
Countless are the horses that became 
world champions after having been sold at 
the Deauville horse auction. The buyers 
come from all over the world, attracted by 
the Made in Normandy label.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

EQUESTRIAN SPORTS  
  
To complement its leading role in the 
Norman horse sector, in 2010 Deauville 
opened a high quality multifunctional 
equestrian complex: the Pôle International 
du Cheval (International Equestrian 
Complex). Exclusively dedicated to sport 
horses, this area offers ideal facilities to 
organize dressage, jumping, horse-ball, 
polo, carriage competitions, and shows. 
These equestrian events attract major 
worldwide jockeys as well as amateurs who 
participate for their love of the sport.  
The International Equestrian Complex also 
provides training in equestrian careers, 
livery stables, and beginner and 
advanced riding lessons for adults and 
children with horses and ponies taught by 
state-certificate teachers.  
 

 

 
 

POLO 
 
Polo, played in Deauville since 1892, 
became popular at the resort in 1950. At 
that time François André, founder of the 
current Groupe Barrière, established the 
Gold Cup, closing the world championship 
organized every year in August. Thanks to 
this Prize, the Lucien Barrière Deauville Polo 
Cup is now the only tournament in France 
(and one out of three or four in Europe) to 
host the world’s top players.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Golf land 
 
The four golf courses situated in Deauville or few 
minutes away from there are perfect to satisfy the 
lovers of courses with breathtaking landscapes, 
ranging from magnificent views and pleasant hilly 
course. Deauville is the ultimate golf land for both 
beginners and advanced players. Through 
extraordinary courses and also training from the 
age of 4, approaching this discipline means 
enjoying a sport that combines delicacy, precision 
and nature. From lakes to bunkers, some courses 
are predominantly technical, while others, more 
fun-oriented, are sure to satisfy golfers in search of 
fresh air and relaxation. 



 

 
 

DEAUVILLE GOLF BARRIERE  
 
Opened in 1929 on the Mont-Canisy, just a few minutes away from the city-centre, the 
Deauville Golf Barrière is known as one of the most beautiful courses in France, offering 
many views over the sea and the countryside. Its architects Tom Simpson and Henry Cotton 
designed three 9-hole courses allowing everyone to enjoy a variety of pleasures on 70 ha.  
 

 
 

SAINT-JULIEN GOLF BARRIERE  
 
Opened in 1989, the Saint-Julien Golf Barrière, situated in the very heart of the Pays d’Auge, 
extends over 90 ha. Architects Alain Pratt and Bill Baker came up with two courses in a very 
much British style: one offering numerous water tanks and a typical Norman landscape, and 
the other the quality of its surroundings. 
 

AMIRAUTE GOLF 
  
This golf course is a heaven of peace and quiet in the Touques Valley. Designed by Bill Baker 
in 1991, it comprises ponds, monumental sculptures and vast greens on 3 golf courses, 
including a 9-hole course illuminated at night, unique in Europe.  
 

SAINT-GATIEN GOLF  
 
Set in the heart of the Pays d’Auge, this golf course, designed in 1988 by Olivier Brizon, offers 
3 courses: an 18-hole, a 9-hole and 5-hole (called “school”) courses.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
In Deauville, participation in sports is common, 
collective, fun, and sometimes spectacular. Horse 
racing, polo, golf, regattas and offshore racing, 
tennis, aviation, field hockey…and even ice-
skating! The list of sports has grown over the 19th 
century due to shifting fashion trends and famous 
personalities who brought their passions to 
Deauville. Multiple activities also developed 
around the town’s vibrant social spaces.  
Deauville not only loves sports, but also provides 
wellness resources and offers opportunities for 
relaxation to calm down your mind and your body. 
Deauville invites people to take care of 
themselves. Seaside thalassotherapy & spa centres 
allow their clients to recharge their batteries and 
reconnect for a better start.  

High-level 
sport and 
wellness  



 

 
 

A SEASIDE OLYMPIC  
SWIMMING-POOL 
 
The Deauville swimming pool has many 
virtues: sea water pumped offshore and 
heated to 28° C all year long, a 50 m long 
Olympic basin and a unique architecture 
signed by Roger Taillibert, high-level sports 
equipment architect at the international 
level. From the outside, it seems a shell. 
Inside, a large vaulted roof catches the 
sun.  
 

 
 

POLE OMNI’SPORTS (POM’S) 
 
The Pom’s is where major champions and 
members of sports federations are 
welcomed to play judo, karate, or 
handball so that they can train for and 
participate in major championships. Its 
high-level facilities have been recognized 
by regional and national leagues. This 
sport complex is furnished with an athletic 
stadium and football fields, including two 
illuminated synthetic turf pitches. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A TENNIS DESTINATION  
 
The seafront tennis club has 19 courts, 
including 10 clay courts, all of which are 
maintained by the best technicians. After 
the 2016 opening of the Lawn Tennis Club 
de Deauville- Normandie (a rare complex 
in France with natural turf courts open to 
everybody), tennis players can choose 
their favourite court.  
 
 

 
 

DEAUVILLE TRIATHLON  
INTERNATIONAL 
 
Constantly evolving since its creation, 
the Deauville international triathlon is now 
considered one of the top triathlons in 
France.  
Including four competition formats for any 
level and five kid competitions, the 
triathlon is open to all levels and ages. 
Each format includes all triathlon 
disciplines, varying in distance: a sea 
swimming competition, a bike circuit in the 
Norman countryside and a running 
itinerary on the legendary Boardwalk of 
Deauville.  
 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Place Morny, Rue Eugène Colas and Rue Désiré-Le-Hoc are the main shopping venues, 
hosting a variety of clothing, shoe, fashion accessories and interior design boutiques: all of 
them are perfect for renewing your wardrobe or redecorating your home sweet home. 
Keep one hand free for picking up gourmet treats from the restaurants, chocolate-makers, 
or ice cream and pastry shops, which can be found all the way up to Place Yves Saint-
Laurent, across the way from the Casino.  
The perimeter of the Casino and the arcades of Avenue du Général de Gaulle host the 
most glamorous fashion boutiques. Leather goods, creations, top brand names will enthral 
and delight dedicated followers of the latest Fashion Weeks.  
Just a few steps away, the church district hosts a full range of local shops. Food shops, public 
services, and a cinema are crucial for the daily life of the residents in this very pleasant 
neighbourhood.  
Icing on the cake: shops are open on Sundays and bank holidays!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shopping 
tour 

 
As Deauville has 440 boutiques, a stroll through the 
various districts of the town will please fashion-
victims, relentless bargain-hunters, passionate 
gourmets and enthusiasts of home-chic decor. 
With so much temptation available in close 
proximity, it is easy to relax and acquire the “resort 
look” launched by Gabrielle Chanel when she 
opened her very first boutique in 1913.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Normandy, a seaside land, relies on its generous resources of fresh fish and shellfish. In this 
premier oyster-producing region, turbots, soles, Peter's Fish, grey shrimps and great scallops 
are abundant.  
The fertile land of Normandy has an agriculture richness that gives way to the preparation 
of exceptional meals such as Andouille de Vire (smoked sausage) and  
Caen-style tripe. In the Pays d’Auge, chicken, beef and lamb can be beautifully 
accompanied by one of three local spirits: the Pommeau, typical pre-dinner drink resulting 
from the marriage of apple must and Calvados left at the bottom of a barrel; Calvados, 
generally consumed after the meal and sometimes used to make certain desserts flambés; 
and dry or sweet Cider, served with any good meal. As far as cider is concerned, local 
producers select only 50 out of 750 apple varieties to obtain the label Appellation d’Origine 
Contrôlée (AOC). Normandy is the first cider-making region in France.  
Normandy is also renowned for dairy products, especially butter and cream. But the best-
known product is cheese: Pont l’Évêque is the oldest; Livarot is the most structured in the 
mouth; Camembert is the undisputable leader; and Neufchâtel is known for its small milky 
heart. 
For dessert, the Norman apple cake with some cream on top, the Isigny caramel or the 
“teurgoule”, rice pudding with cinnamon, are all extraordinary!   

Flavour 
and 

tradition 
 
From pre-dinner cocktails to meat, fish, shellfish, 
dairy products and desserts, Normandy abounds 
with unique delicacies. Deauville, nestled between 
sea and land, offers unique regional flavours.  



 

 
 

RESTAURANTS 
 
In Deauville, about forty restaurants are committed to satisfy any appetites and delight 
taste. From brasseries to gourmet restaurants (including a restaurant holder of a Michelin 
star), from traditional cuisine promoting local products to foreign flavours, without forgetting 
crêperies, pizzerias… Deauville head chefs are glad to let people discover their cooking 
virtues and their expertise. 
 

 
 

DEAUVILLE MARKET 
 
The Deauville market wakes up in the morning within a beautiful half-timbered hall and in 
the open air of the Place du Marché (close to the Place Morny). It’s a real traditional market, 
full of colours and enticing smells. From stall to stall, you can put together a delicious menu 
made of excellent products, many of which are made or harvested locally. You’ll also find 
flowers, linens, clothes, books, hats, costume jewellery - all wonderful items to enjoy... 
An organic market also takes place on Thursday mornings in the square of the Saint Augustin 
church. 
 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CENTRE INTERNATIONAL DE DEAUVILLE (C.I.D) 
 
Deauville had a convention centre built in 1992, the International Centre of Deauville (C.I.D), 
developing business tourism in Deauville and offering possibilities to organize major 
international events such as film festivals, the Women’s Forum, hosting every year in October 
more than 1,000 women in charge, or major political summits. The building was built semi-
underground (down to 14 m below the sea level) and has a surface area of 18,000 m2 
spread over three levels. It is at the forefront of new technologies and includes an 
auditorium with 1,500 seats. The C.I.D. welcomes today 300 days of events per year.  

Business 
tourism 

 
With 2000 rooms within a 2 km radius, a congress 
centre – the International Centre of Deauville -, an 
airport, and located only at 2hr from Paris, 
Deauville also stands as the Norman town that can 
welcome festival-goers, political and business 
leaders, but also Heads of State or Government. 
Many hotels and special venues (villas, mansions) 
can also accommodate business meetings or 
more confidential seminars.  



 

 
 
  

 
Located in the heart of Normandy, Deauville is the 
perfect base for day trips to some of Normandy’s 
emblematic sites. The seaside resort is just two 
hours from Mont-Saint-Michel or Cherbourg, one 
hour from Caen and Rouen –the two regional 
capitals-, from Giverny and the D-day beaches. It 
is also the hot sport of the Côte fleurie and the 
gateway to the Pays d’Auge, abounding in 
footpaths, gardens, distilleries, stud farms, historic 
monuments and more, just waiting to be visited.  

At the 
heart of 

Normandy  



 

 
 

SEAWARD SIDE 
 
To the West, the road runs along the sea and among charming coastal villages. In Villers-
sur-Mer, the Vaches Noires cliffs are found. Their unusual forms are reminiscent of the ruins 
of fortified castles and their paleontological deposits are renowned worldwide. This stroll 
leads to Houlgate and then to Cabourg: a place that Marcel Proust understandably fell in 
love with. 
To the East, the Pont des Belges must be crossed to reach Trouville, known, among other 
things, for its fish market. The Roches Noires Hotel that once accommodated Marguerite 
Duras is also a must-see. After this, head toward Honfleur, the city of impressionist painters 
with its small cobbled streets and an ancient pond.  
 

 
 

LANDWARD SIDE 
 
With cows, apple trees, half-timbered farms, horses, manors, thatched roofs, the hilly and 
wooded countryside of the Pays d’Auge is the perfect setting for a postcard. The following 
celebrated Norman municipalities certainly deserve a visit: Beuvron-en-Auge, standing on 
its 90 m high rocky outcrop and ranked among the most beautiful French villages; Lisieux, 
renowned for its famous Basilica and its religious heritage, cradle of Sainte-Thérèse; and 
Pont-l’Evêque, home of one of the best-known Norman cheeses. There are also some 
hamlets and small villages such as Blangy-le-Château or Beaumont-en-Auge with their 
typical architecture. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- Full-time residents: 4,000  
- 360 ha of surface area 
- 2,000 accommodation structures (hotels, tourist residences, etc.), including two 5-star 
hotels 
- 1 airport, 1st French airport for horse transportation, also offering 300 charter flights per year 
and 2 regular seasonal lines with London and Crete 
- 2 ports, including 1,250 moorings  
- 1 convention and events centre  
- 555 protected and promoted buildings  
- 4 golf courses in the surroundings 
- 1,400 m of beaches and 643 m of Boardwalk 
- 2 racecourses offering flat, trotting or jumping horse races in both summer and winter  
- 1 International Equestrian Complex dedicated to equestrian sports education and 
practice as well as riding lessons.  
- 440 shops 
- 40 restaurants, including a restaurant holder of a Michelin star 
- 1 Casino 
- 1 Thalassotherapy centre 
- 1 Pôle Omni’Sports sport centre 
- 19 seaside clay tennis courts  
- 1 lawn tennis club (turf courts), the only club in France open to everybody  
- 1 seawater Olympic swimming pool  

 
Due to its unique geographic location at the 
crossroads of several Northern Europe routes and 
its strategic position facing the English Channel, 
Deauville tourist businesses have flourished and 
have led to the development of many welcoming 
facilities dedicated to leisurely activities.  

Deauville 
in numbers 



 

Deauville, the highlights of its history 
 
Once a small village on the Coteau and now a renowned seaside resort, Deauville has 

experienced an impressive amount of development. Being an unusual host city, it has 

adjusted over the years to evolutions in tourism leading to the development of a variety of 

welcoming facilities dedicated to leisurely activities. Deauville’s constant commitment to 

increasing its attractiveness, its respect for environment, its promotion and preservation of 

its heritage, and its accessibility by all means of transportation, has led to the town playing 

a key role in the current tourist sector.  Once upon a time… 

Deauville was not yet a household name, but rather just a little village on the Mont Canisy 

clustered round Saint-Laurent church, when the Duc of Morny (a banker and world traveller 

as well as the half-brother of Napoleon III) undertook the project of taming the rather hostile 

environment surrounding the village by having the swamps drained. Within four years, an 

ideal seaside resort began to emerge with villas, a racecourse, a commercial port and a 

railway line (1860-1864). Due to a large storm and the bustling activities of the harbour, the 

sea retreated in 1874, creating the 300 m foreshore that is now dedicated to recreation, 

sports, and leisure activities. Tourists began to flock, and the seaside resort that is Deauville 

today gradually took shape. Two men were responsible for the embellishment of the town 

and its prestigious constructions: Mayor Désiré le Hoc conceives, together with Eugène 

Cornuché – owner of the famous “Maxim’s” Parisian restaurant-, the Casino as well as 

Normandy (1912) and Royal (1913) Hotels. After the end of the world, the Boardwalk was 

entirely relaid (1923) and became a showcase for the tout-Paris. New facilities extended 

the boundaries of the town and new leisure activities were offered. In Deauville, people 

could amuse attending horse races – a second racecourse called Clairefontaine was built 

in 1928 -, sailing on the Seine Bay, playing golf at the brand-new luxury Golf Hotel (1929) or 

attending flying rallies at the new airport (1931). After World War II, the resort rapidly 

regained its lustre of bygone years. Hotels, racecourses, tennis, polo and clay-shooting 

grounds were all fully booked in the summer season. François André, the owner of luxury 

hotels and the casino, created the Polo Gold Cup (1950), one of the most prestigious 

tournaments in the world today. Then, when the American Film Festival took place in 1975, 

the seasonal nature of the resort changed. Today Deauville has adopted an event strategy, 

based on the development and construction of major facilities: the seawater swimming 

pool (1966), the Port-Deauville (1972), the International Centre of Deauville (1992), the Pôle 

OMni’Sports sport centre (2009), and the International Equestrian Complex (2010). Business 

tourism and major events are permanent aspects of the seaside resort’s agenda. 

 


